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needed for definite and circumscribed objects, and has only
to be obeyed in so far as the interests of society demand such
obedience. Against this doctrine Treitschke hurled himself
with characteristic vehemence. He attacked it in a disser-
tation which he presented to the University of Leipzig in
1857. ^ie ma*'n idea of his essay was already in the air ;
he discovered, when he had nearly completed the work, that
it had been anticipated by Ihering in his Gcist dcs rdmischcn
Rcchts. But, as it became the inspiration of all Treitschke's
later work as a historian and a publicist, it deserves to be
stated here. As Roscher had argued that every State must
have its own system of political economy, so Ihering and
Treitschke argued that every nation must have its own
peculiar form of State. A State is the product of the legal
and moral ideas and of the economic conditions of a people.
In other words, it is produced by what Treitschke's opponents
called sociological conditions. A society generates a State,
and the two things remain inseparable. Neither can be
studied in isolation from the other ; neither should bo ex-
alted at the expense of the other. Further, no form of State
is either good or bad in itself. There is no such thing as
an ideally best State. A constitution is to be judged with
reference to the social conditions of the people who have
made it and who live under it.1

The immediate result of this essay was that Treitschke
obtained the right to lecture in Leipzig. A more important
conseqifbnce, and the logical corollary of his theory of the
State was that he began to study modern history, and
especially German constitutional history. His lectures on
German history attracted great attention ; and within a
short time he began the studies upon which his greatest
historical work was to be founded. His first intention was
to write a history, which should also be an indictment, of the
German Bwid ; and he did not propose to go beyond the
printed sources for his facts. But the work grew on his
hands. As his outfit of historical scholarship increased he
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